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OVERVIEW 

The Halifax Peace With Women Fellowship's mission is simple and yet ambitious: to advance 

women's leadership in international security. In 2019, Halifax International Security Forum 

welcomed its second class of esteemed officers. Building upon the success and lessons 

learned in the inaugural year, 11 new participants from 10 NATO and NATO-partner countries 

embarked on a 24-day program that culminated at the 2019 Halifax International Security Forum. 

Throughout that time, participants engaged with a multitude of individuals and sectors that 

comprise the current international security apparatus. Stakeholders, observers, and the Fellows 

themselves declared that the program far exceeded their expectations. Halifax International 

Security Forum proudly attests that it accomplished its goal of developing the knowledge and 

networks of its participants - and for the first time of its alumnae - to make them even more 

effective leaders for their organizations across the NATO Alliance. 

"Widening of horizons around the Globe. Empowering to contribute to Peace 

and Security as servicewomen. These words scarcely reflect the benefit that the 

Fellowship gave me. It was much more than a unique opportunity to expand knowledge, 

meet eminent personalities, and build relationships. It was a platform that inspired 

eleven officers from ten democracies to build a fellowship of soulmates united by the 

same occupation. It makes me feel if I have expanded my network 

that I can rely on around the globe." 

Lieutenant Colonel Joana Polekauskiene, Lithuanian Armed Forces 

PROGRAM 

On October 29, 2019, the new class of the Halifax Peace With Women Fellowship gathered in 

Washington, DC. They spent the subsequent three weeks travelling from Washington, DC, to 

Silicon Valley, Ottawa, and Toronto before attending the Forum in Halifax from November 22-24. 

The Fellowship's design intentionally drew from diverse sectors, including defense, science and 

technology, government, media, academia, think tanks, and civil society organizations. In keeping 

with Halifax's goal of advancing a modern vision of security, the Fellowship aimed to extend its 

focus beyond the traditional definitions of domestic and international security. The Appendix to this 

report lists the full complement of meetings that took place during the Fellowship. 
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